
Prabhu Jagadbandhu Sundar (1871-1921)

Prabhu Jagadbandhu (Friend of the World) Sundar (Beautiful One) was
a Hindu saint-mystic belonging to the Bengali Vais.n. ava tradition. He taught
the salvific potency of chanting the holy names of God (Kr.s.n. a) and spread
the message especially among the lower caste groups of Hindu society. He
is believed by his followers to a reappearance of the 16th century god-saint
Caitanya come to sweep up all in a flood of divine love called the Mahā
Uddhāran. a (Great Deliverance).

Jagadbandhu was born in the village of Dāhāpād. ā in the district of Mur-
sidabad in West Bengal. Within a few years, all of the members of his
immediate family passed away and he was cared for by members of his ex-
tended family in the district of Faridpur (now in Bangla Desh). His beauty,
skin color, and personal charm attracted numerous admirers from among his
acquaintances. He was sent to various schools including one in Ranchi and
another in Pabna, Bangla Desh. In Pabna he began to teach neighborhood
boys and family members to practice celibacy and public chanting of the
names of God. By the time he was in the tenth class he had begun to experi-
ence ever more intense ecstasies, especially while singing Kr.s.n. a’s names. He
left the tenth class without taking the final examination, shaved his head, and
went to visit the sacred pilgrimage sites of Vr.ndāvana where Kr.s.n. a lived. He
eventually settled in a compound called Śr̄ı Āṅgana at Goalchamat, Farid-
pur, where for 17 years he observed silence and reclusivity. He attained Great
Death (Mahāmr.tyu) there in 1921.

Jagadbandhu wrote several works, mostly Bengali songs about Kr.s.n. a and
Gaurāṅga (Caitanya). Of special importance to his followers are two very
enigmatic works, Candrapāta (Moonfall) and Trikāla (Three Times). Among
his various teachings one learns that one’s mind and body become powerful
through the practice of celibacy, that chanting the holy names increases one’s
good fortune, destroys pain, and brings joy, and that by surrendering oneself
at the feet of God (Kr.s.n. a) one’s false pride is destroyed and one is inundated
with joy.
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